
 Year 5/6 
Cycle B 

Autumn 1  
  

Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Class novels 

Fiction: 
Adventure: The Last Bear- Hannah Gold 
Historical: When the Sky Falls- Phil Earle 
Fantasy: The Middler- Kirsty Applebaum 

 
Poetry 
Poems of the First World War- Selected by Gaby Morgan 

 
Non-fiction 
Go Big- Matthew Burton 

Narrative 
Opportuniti
es  

Modern Fiction: 
Flotsam (David 
Weisner)  
 
A take on a 
traditional tale/ 
Modern Fiction: 
Nen and the 
Lonely Fisherman 
(Ian Eagleton, 
James Mayhew)  

Historical 
Fiction 
A story with a 
flashback:  
War 
Game (Michael 
Foreman)  
 

Historical 
Fiction:  
Rose Blanche 
(Roberto 
Innocenti) 

Fiction- 
Adventure: 
Journey (Aaron 
Becker) 

Fiction- 
Fantasy/Horror
: 
The Water 
Tower (Gary 
Crew) 

Fiction from 
our literary 
heritage: Wind 
in the Willows 
(Kenneth 
Graeme) 

Poetry/Play
s  

Sonnet: 18 - 
Shakespeare  

Historical 
Poetry – 
Analysing 
poetry: 
Siegfried 
Sassoon, Erno 
Muller, Wilfred 
Owen  

  

Play script: 
Linked to 
events in 
Journey 

  
Limerick: 
Edward Lear   

Non-fiction  

Non-
Chronological 
Report: based 
Geography topic 
of plastic use 
 

Discursive: 
Were the 
soldiers right 
to call a 
Christmas 
truce? 

Recount: 
Linked to 
events in Rose 
Blanche 

Explanation: 
Linked to 
Science topic 
of Electricity 

Persuasive: 
Leaflet linked 
to learning 
about America 

Recount: 
Rivers  
 
Formal Letter 
Linked to Wind 
in the Willows. 

Guided 
Reading/Wh
ole Class 
Reading 

Narrative- 
Modern Fiction- 
Adventure:  
Song of the 
Dolphin Boy – 
Elizabeth Laird  

 
Y5 – Historical 
Fiction- Below 
Deck: Titanic 

Fiction from 
our literary 
heritage: War 
Horse – 
Michael 
Morpurgo 

Fiction from 
our literary 
heritage:  
Year 6- Carrie’s 
War – Nina 
Bawden 
 
 
Historical 
Fiction: Year 5- 
Letters from 
the Lighthouse  

Modern 
fiction: There’s 
a Boy in the 
Girls’ 
Bathroom – 
Louis Sachar  

Fiction- 
Adventure: I 
Talk Like a 
River 

Just Write 

Non-fiction- 
Persuasion: 
Persuading 
supermarkets to 
reduce plastic 
use  

Historical 
narrative: A 
story with a 
flashback 
based on War 
Game  

Historical Story  
Letter: Rose 
Blanche  

Non-
Chronological 
Report : 
Writing based 
on learning 
about war 

Persuasive : 
A leaflet about 
America topic  
  

Narrative: 
Based on 
Adventure 
story based on 
I talk like a 
river 



 
Fiction- Narrative 
A setting 
description:  
based on Nen and 
the Lonely 
Fisherman  

 
Narrative- 
Writing story 
for Y2 
audience 

 
Diary: River 
exploration 
linked to 
Geography 
learning  
 
 

Retrieval 
writing 
styles   

Non-fiction-
Letter: based on 
plastic  
 
Fiction- Diary: 
Guided Reading 
key characters 
  
 

  
 
Play script: 
Based on 
Christmas 
Truce video 
 
Persuasive 
Propaganda 
Poster: Linked 
to War Game  
  
  

Journalistic: 
Linked Rose 
Blanche  

Non-
Chronological 
Report:  
History and 
English links  
  

Fiction: Diary 
 
Non-fiction: 
Instruction  

Fiction: 
Description 
 
  

History   

Power and 
Conflict:  
Textbook/refer
ence book: 
Horrible 
Histories- 
Frightful First 
World War 
 
Poetry 
Poems from 
the First World 
War 

Power and Conflict: World War 
Two 
Fiction- The Lion and the Unicorn 
 
Fiction from our Literary 
Heritage: Skyward 
 
Non-fiction- reference/textbook: 

• Horrible Histories- Woeful 
Second World War 

• World War II 
 

  

Geography  

Environmental 
Sustainability: 
Plastic 
Non-fiction: 

• You can save 
the planet 

• What a 
waste 

• Space Maps 

   

North America 
Non-fiction- 
Reference/text
book: 
Mapping North 
America 
 

Rivers 
Non-fiction- 
Reference/text
book: 

• Rivers 

• Great 
Rivers of 
the World 

 
Stories from 
other cultures 
and traditions: 
A river 
 
 

 


